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who wrote about him thus: " Prince Cariati, who has
come here under the pretext of buying horses, holds
himself aloof from me more and more every day, and
lives on most friendly terms with our enemies. Of
whom, of what is he the agent?" So it was a Prin-
cess of Bourbon, a Hapsburg by birth, who tried to
open Napoleon's eyes to the approaching defection of
the husband of a Princess Bonaparte! And it was
this same sister of Queen Marie Antoinette who was
soon to reproach the Empress Marie Louise with
having abandoned the Emperor in his misfortune!
That was certainly one of the strangest occurrences
in a period fertile in contrasts and all sorts of sur-
prises.

The anticipations of the sister of Marie Antoinette
were soon verified. King Joseph wrote, January 14,
1813, to his brother-in-law, King Murat: " I have just
had a long interview with the Emperor, and I am
convinced that he is sincerely desirous of peace. If
you can contribute to that in any way, it will only
be by siding as your heart and your duties direct,
with the party that sincerely desires peace* You
cannot forget that your political duty is to-day in
harmony with the demands of honor, which require
you to make every effort to procure peace for Prance
that she may consolidate the present political institu-
tions. I do not think I am wrong in thus stating to
you my opinion. I am convinced that the anisfor-
tunes of France will sooner or later bring about your
own. A prompt peace will save everything; yon